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IDAHO PRODUCTION UP 11 PERCENT

Idaho's 2002 potato production is expected to total 133 million cwt, up 11 percent from last year's 120  million cwt.
Planted acres of 375,000 and harvested acres of 373,000 are down 20,000 acres from previously set estimates.  A
statewide yield of 358 cwt (field-run basis) is up 13 cwt from a year ago. Yield in the 10 Southwestern counties,
at 455 cwt, is up 5 cwt from 2001. Total production in this area is estimated at 12.3 million cwt from 27,000
harvested acres. In Idaho's “other counties,” yield is estimated at 350 cwt, compared to 338 cwt a year ago.  Area
production from 346,000 harvested acres is expected to total 121 million cwt, 10 percent above last year's 110
million cwt.

Planting of Idaho’s 2002 crop was completed with few delays under favorable weather conditions. The crop
developed rapidly under mild spring conditions. However, the summer brought hot, dry weather to the State and
quality was affected in many areas. Despite some uneven growth, yields were generally good.  

UNITED STATES HIGHLIGHTS

Nationally: Production of fall potatoes for 2002 is forecast at 415 million cwt, up 5 percent from last year but 11
percent smaller than the record high 2000 crop.  Area harvested, at 1.12 million acres, is up 4 percent from last year
but 6 percent below two years ago.  The average yield is forecast at 371 cwt per acre, 4 cwt above last year.

The Five Eastern States’ production is forecast at 26.3 million cwt, down less than 1 percent from last year and 7
percent below two years ago.  Area for harvest totaled 103,400 acres, 1 percent above last year, but the average
yield fell to 254 cwt per acre, 5 cwt below last season.  Maine production is up 3 percent from last year and
Massachusetts is up 8 percent.  Production in New York and Pennsylvania each dropped 7 percent from last year.
Rhode Island is off 29 percent.

The Eight Central States’ production is forecast at 96.5 million cwt, down 5 percent from last year and 12 percent
below 2000.  Harvested area, estimated at 313,000 acres, is down 4 percent, while average yield of 308 cwt per acre
is off 5 cwt from a year ago.  Nebraska is the only State in the Central Region with increased production and that
by less than 1 percent.  The other 7 States, when compared with last season, lost production ranging from one-half
of 1 percent in Michigan to 49 percent in South Dakota.  Spring rains and flooding reduced production potential
in North Dakota, Minnesota, Wisconsin, and Indiana.  Indiana production fell 22 percent from last year, North
Dakota was down 11 percent, Wisconsin dropped 4 percent, Minnesota was off 2 percent, and Ohio output fell 16
percent.

The NineWestern States’ production is forecast at 292 million cwt, up 10 percent from last year but 11 percent
below 2000. Acreage harvested, at 700,700 acres, gained 9 percent from last year, while the average yield of 417
cwt per acre is up 6 cwt.  California growers responded with record high yields with adequate irrigation water
available in the Tule Lake Basin.  Colorado’s production jumped 31 percent as farmers had sufficient irrigation
water to sustain them through the hot summer weather.  Idaho’s production increased 11 percent from last year as
potatoes were able to size up at the end of the season.  Higher acreage in Washington pushed production up 6
percent despite lower yields.  Production in Nevada and New Mexico rose 9 and 12 percent, respectively, from a
year ago.  Production fell 8 percent in Oregon, 3 percent in Montana, and 29 percent in Utah.
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FALL POTATOES - PRODUCTION FORECAST NOVEMBER 1, 2002

States

Area Harvested Yield Per Acre Production

2001 2002 2001 2002 2000      2001 2002
1,000 Acres Cwt 1,000 Cwt

WINTER 1/ 14.0 15.7 294 268 4,960 4,115 4,206
SPRING 1/ 76.2 77.7 286 280 21,921 21,814 21,753
SUMMER 1/ 58.8 60.6 310 310 19,236 18,209 18,813
FALL  
   California 3.2 8.9 445 500 3,741 1,424 4,450
   Colorado 67.8 71.5 315 390 27,972 21,357 27,885

   IDAHO, ALL 348.0 373.0 345 358 152,320 120,200 133,385
   - 10 SW Counties 23.0 27.0 450 455 13,720 10,350 12,285
   - Other Areas 325.0 346.0 338 350 138,600 109,850 121,100

   Indiana 2.9 2.8 320 260 784 928 728
   Maine 62.0 64.0 265 265 17,920 16,430 16,960
   Massachusetts 2.8 2.9 265 275 638 742 798
   Michigan 45.0 45.5 310 305 14,963 13,950 13,878
   Minnesota 55.0 53.0 335 340 21,240 18,425 18,020
   Montana 10.3 10.2 320 315 3,503 3,296 3,213
   Nebraska 22.4 21.4 375 395 10,127 8,400 8,453
   Nevada 6.5 7.5 360 340 3,150 2,340 2,550
   New Mexico 4.2 4.0 340 400 2,720 1,428 1,600
   New York 23.3 22.0 255 250 5,964 5,942 5,500
   North Dakota 110.0 102.0 240 230 26,950 26,400 23,460
   Ohio 4.3 4.2 255 220 1,134 1,097 924
   Oregon, ALL 44.5 49.8 466 383 30,683 20,730 19,084
   - Malheur, Co. 9.0 8.0 410 400 4,463 3,690 3,200
   - Other Areas 35.5 41.8 480 380 26,220 17,040 15,884
   Pennsylvania 13.5 14.0 235 210 3,510 3,173 2,940
   Rhode Island 0.5 0.5 280 200 138 140 100
   South Dakota 2.7 1.1 240 300 812 648 330
   Utah 1.3 0.8 265 305 435 345 244
   Washington 160.0 175.0 590 570 105,000 94,400 99,750
   Wisconsin 83.0 83.0 385 370 33,800 31,955 30,710
TOTAL FALL   1,073.2. 1,117.1 367 371 467,504 393,750 414,962
UNITED STATES 1,222.2 1,271.1 358 362 513,621 437,888 459,734

1/ Estimates for current year carried forward from earlier forecast. 


